oD's free Grace in the Salvation of Sinners, 
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But Saul increaſed the more in Strength, and 
confounded the Jews winch dwelt at Damaſ- 
cus, proving that this is very Chriſt. 


= \ T OTHING would try formal Pro- 
4 N feſſors and Pretenders to Chriſtianity 

ſo much as a trying Time; a Time 
of Perſecution would ſeparate the Chaff from 
the Wheat; that would prove who loved 
Chriſt in reality; then we ſhould fee who 
follows Chriſt purely out of Love to his 
Doctrines, and Commands, or who it is fol- 
lows him only in Name and Shew. Per- 
ſecuting Time is always a trying Time, The 
Men of this World may wonder what I 
mean by talking of Perſecution in a Chriſtian 
Country, and may be ready to ask, How 
can ſuch a Thing be? But the Spirit of the 
World is the ſame now as formerly ; they 
who live after the Fleſh will perſecute them 


who live after the Spirit; for thoſe who live 


godly in Chriſt Jeſus, not one Soul of them 

will paſs through this World without Pere 

cution ; and there was no Chriſtians in any 
| Age 


43 

Age but what have experienced the Truth of 
theſe Sayings; they have found many Sauls 
breathing out Threatnings and Slaughters a- 
gainſt them, for no other Reaſon but be- 
cauſe they have worſhipped Chriſt Jeſus in 
Sincerity and Truth: And if they do but ob- 
ſerve the fiery Zeal with which theſe Perſe- 
cutors are filled, we ſhould wonder at the 

Patience and Forbearance of God, in not 
ſtriking them dead when they are ſlaying and | 
deſtroying his People; but he not only pre- | 
ſerves them here, but often manifeſts his Power | 
in bringing them from perſecuting Sauls, to | 
become praying Pauls: And when once he 
has brought a Soul, by his free Grace, out of | 

the Darkneſs of Perſecation, then that Perſon 
can never be ſatisfied for declaring the Won- 
ders of God, and telling the great Things 
Jeſus Chriſt has done for his Soul. 
And no Example ſo is great as that of Saul, 
who, when he was changed from perſecuting 


the Chriſtians, and was oppoſed by the Fews, 


» he zncreajed the more in Strength, and con— 


founded the Jews which dwelt at Damaſcus, 
Proving that this is very Chriſt. 

There is a great Work wrought of late, by 
the mighty Power of God, upon the Hearts 
of many; many has been ped to the Truth 
as it is in Jeſus, and the Lord is ftiil getting 


belt the Victory; ; he is ſtill breaking the 
Ser- 


J ͤ III... 4 
* D 1 


aA Oo = 1 Ks 


— hy 


4 


LS 
Serpent's Head ; but the Time will come, and 
is now haſtening, when he will permit him 
to bruiſe our Heel. We muſt expect to be 


perſecuted, Satan will bring all his Forces a- 


gainſt us: The Storm is now gathering; it is 
at preſent no bigger than a Man's Hand; but 
by and by, when it is full, it will break, and 


will fall on the Church of God, and, there- 
fore, it is the Duty of Miniſters to forewarn 
their Hearers thereof. And, 


I. To caution them not to bring Sufferings 
upon themſelves. 


II To ſtrengthen them, in a ſuffering 
Time, to ſtand ſtedfaſt for Jelus Chriſt. 


It is the Duty of Miniſters to caution their 
Hearers not to bring Sufferings upon them- 
ſelves. „ 
And that, my Brethren, I ſhall do from an 
Example; and there is none more remarkable 
than the Behaviour of the Chriſtians which 
dwelt at Damaſcus; and that we may the 
more fully perceive this, I ſhall go thro' the 
whole Story : And we find at Verle the firſt, 
And Saul yet breathing out Threatnings and 
Slaughters againſt the Diſciples of the Lord, 
went unto the high Prieſt. 5 
| vo Obſerve 
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Obſerve here, my Brethren, with what 
Colour he is now introduced. It ſays, And 
Saul yet breathing out Threatnings, &c. he had 
been long before a zealous Perſecutor; had i 
promoted the Death of God's People: He 
was, it may be, forward above his Years, 
and diſtinguiſhed himſelf for his Hatred and 
Malice againſt God's People. He eſteemed 
the Praiſes of Men before the Praiſes of God. 
His Zeal was not according to Knowledge; 
he could not be contented with breathing out 
Threatnings, but he muſt breathe out Slaugh- 
ter too. Oh how zealous was he in threaten- 
ing the poor Chriſtians! For we may make 
this Obſervation, that Perſecutors, while they 
continue in their Perſecutions, wax worſe and 
worſe: Sauls Zeal increaſed every Day---he 
went on daily in perſecuting; and he could 
not reſt ſatisfied till he had brought them 
bound unto Feru/alem. 

In order to do this, my Brethren, to bring 
his Deſigns to pals, he goes and gains Power 
from the high Prieſt, and deſires of him Let- 
ters to Damaſcus, to the Synagogues, that if 
he found any on his Way, whether they 
were Men or Women, he l bring them 
bound unto Feruſalem. 

Obſerve how pitifully he ſpeaks of the poor 
Chriſtians; if he found any, on the Way, En- 


thuſiaſtical People, or, who were religiouſly 
mad, | 
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mad, as he might repreſent them dangerous 
to the State. Well, under Cover of this, St. 


| Paul. obtains his Commiſſion to bring theſe 


poor Chrittians, in Bonds, unto Feruſalem; 
and, no doubt; very readily ſet forward on his 
Journey, for de was ſo red hot a Perſecutor, 
and fo zealous againſt the poor Chriſtians, 
that he made no Stay, but joyfully ſet for- 
ward, now he had the Power to deſtroy thoſe 
againſt whom he had a Will before. 

And this, my /Brethren, anſwers to the 


| Goſpel Time, as Face does to Face in the 


Water : Many have the Will to deſtroy us, 
but they cannot obtain the Power ; the Laws 
of the Land, and not thoſe of Conſcience, re- 
ſtrain them: They would w:llingly deſtroy us. 

It is out of a falſe Spirit that Saul, in the 
firſt beginning of Chriſtianity, did perſecute 
the Diſciples of Jeſus : Chriſt's Servants were 
always the World's Fools; the Enemies to the 
World will be perfecuted by the Lovers there- 


of. How pleaſed, my Brethren, was our 


young Zealot when he was going to Damaſ- 
cus? And, no doubt, but the nearer he drew 
thereto, the greater was his Joy : But as he 


journey d, he came near unto Damaſcus, and 


ſuddenly there ſhined round about him, a 
Light from Heaven. | 
God let him go near perhaps, exceeding, 
Near but tho' he went ſo nigh, God would 
B RE 


1 

not ſuffer him to go in; and the nearer he 
came, no doubt, the Church had heard of 
the Expedition of their great Enemy, and 
was offering up their Prayers, no doubt, for 
Strength to die for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, if 
they were called thereto. Tt is much better, 
my Brethren, to die for our Maſter, than | 
for to deny him: And tho' Saul was ſtudy- 
ing how to accompliſh the total Deſtruction 
of theſe enthuſiaſt and religious mad People, 
and pleaſed with what he was going to put 
in Execution, and what a great Piece of Ser- 
vice he was doing to the Church and State, 
by deſtroving thoſe who differed from the 
eſtabliſh'd Church, and who were the Un- 
derminers thereof; but how great was his Diſ- 
appointment, when ſuddenly there ſhined 
round about him, a great Light from Hea- 
ven, and he fell to the Earth, and NONE a 
Voice, ſaying unto him, Saul, Saul, why pe 
feeuteſ? thou me? And he faid, Who art fil 
Lord? and the Lord ſaid, J am Feſus whom 
thou perfecuteſt ; it 1s hard to kick againſt the 
Prick. 

He that thought of perſecuting, lies Ne 7 
ng on the Earth, and he hears a ſmall ſtill 
Voice, tho' a very powerful one, Saul, Saul, 
20 perfecuting Wah, mes? God poke twice to 
Saul, that he might think how he had 


repeated his Per ſecution againſt the poor 
Chri- 


1 
Chriſtians ; or elſe, Saul was ſo much engaged 
with his Deſigns, that he heard not when 
God called the firſt Time, and, therefore, 
the Lord calls again, Saul, Saul. Saul did 
not think - that he was perſecuting of Jeſus 
Chriſt, but the Diſturbers of the Feroiſh State, 


the Enthuſiaſts of that Day, thoſe who fre- 


quented religious Societies, who, inſtead of 
going to the Jeuiͤſi Diverſions, were ſing- 


ing of Pſalms and praying and meditating 


on the Grace and Favour of God, theſe were 
thought methodically mad; and Saul thought 
them to have a Deſign againſt the State, 
and, therefore, was willing to ſuppreſs them: 


hut he was obliged to ſtop, and the Lord 


ſays, Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſt thou me? 
Who art thou, Lord, lays Saul? Good God! 
| how the Man's Tone is changed, Whos art thou 
Lord? how humble, how meek, my Bre- 
thren, does he ſpeak : Thus one Word from 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, can make the greateſt 
Perſecutor become ſenſible of the Evil of the 
Works that they are engaged in, and be obliged 
to leave it, and inſtead of perſecuting of them, 
| be brought to go Hand in Hand with them. 
Jeſus Chriſt tells him who he was: J am 
Feſus whom thou perſecuteſt. Jeſus Chrilt tells 
him, that he perſecuted himſelf ; for Jeſus 
Chriſt, my Brethren, takes all the Injuries 


done to his People, as done to himſelf ; 
„ and 


[ 70 ] 
and if Jeſus Chriſt thus takes Notice of what 
is done to his People, how ſhould this excite 
us to ſing forth his Praiſes, to pray unto him, 
to hear the Word of God, becauſe theſe are 
Duties he has commanded, and expects to 
find his Friends and Lovers in the Uſe of: 
And fince we ſee how Chriſt, my Brethren, 
takes Notice of what Uſage his People meet 
with, this ſhould be an Encouragement to 
the People of God, not to regard what the 
World fays, what the Jeſts and Reproaches of 
the World are againſt yon, the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt looks on them as all done againſt him. 
T am Jeſiss whem thou perſecuteſt, It was an 
Inſtance of the free Grace of the Lord that, 
inſtead of talking with Saul, he had not ſtruck 
hin dead on the Spot: No, my Brethren, 
the Lord acted with great Mercy and Com- | 
paſſion, he was about to bring Saul to him- | 
ielf, and this all owing to the free Grace and 
Love of the Lord ſeſus Chriſt. Indeed our 
modern Divines tells us of a Fitneſs in Men, 
and that God foreſceing us to be good Crea- 
tures gives us his Grace : 1 ſay, it is all owing 
to the free Love of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
for when you are juſtified before God, it is 
without any Reſpect to your Works, either 
paſt, preſent, or to come. 
What Fitneſs now was there, can any one 
imagine, in Saul, when God gives him his 
| Grace, 
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Grace, or where was his Diſpoſition to Good- 


neſs? No, my Brethren, he was a zealous: 
Peers and if the l by his free Grace, 
had not ſtopp d him, he would have gone on 
till he had fell into Hell; but here the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ſaw this Perſecutor. and that he 


was loſt without Chriſt. 


St. Paul cries, Who art thou, Lord? The 


Lord when he firſt convinces us of Sin, and 


we ſee how we have offended againſt Tefus 
Chriſt, we are apt to cry, Who art thou Lord 
that I have been thus ſinning againjl ? And 
when we are convinced that it was the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and are convinced of Sin, then 
the Lord convinces us of Righteouſneſs : Then 
we ſee, my Brethren, the Need we have for 
an imputed Righteouſneſs, and that we are 


Y fallen in Adam, and of our Impoſſibility of 


recovering ourſelves from our fallen State, and 


that Chriſt is the only Way whereby we can 


= be recovered. 


Jam Feſus whom thou perſecuteſt ; T am 
thy Feſus. What a Paradox is here ? 7 am 
Jeſus, I am thy Teſus; I will be thy Saviour, 
Here was a Manifeſtation of the free Love of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; that while we are yet 
Enemies to him, he hath. loved us, and gave 
himſelf for us, that when we deſerve nothing 
but Damnation, when we are running to our 


own Deſtruction, then we are prevented hy 
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the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and theſe Words 

ſhould comfort all who wait on the Lord. 
What tho' you have gone on in perſecuting 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, turn to him now, by 
Faith, ſeek unto him alone, and he will be 
your Jeſus; he ſhall be your Saviour, as he 
was Sqguls, How ſoon was the Change 
wrought? And he trembling and aſtoniſhing 
ſaid, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? 
Who knows what St. Paul felt at this Time. 
What wilt thou have me to de? Now he has 
Faith, in the Lord Jeſus. What wilt thou 
| have me to do? Thus, my Brethren, no ſooner 
had the Lord revealed himſelf to him, but 

he was willing to be doing ſomething for him : 
Faith, is fo far from being what ſome tell us, 
that it opens a Door to all Licentiouſneſs, 
that it more rather bars and bolts all Licenti- 
ouſneſs out. The Faith they preach up is 
a living Faith; a Faith working by Love; an 
active Faith: Faith without Works is dea ad, 
but if it is true Faith it will work; for, my 
dear Brethren, true Faith in the Heart will 
be reitlels. © 
LI appeal to all Chriſtians who have felt the 
Love of God in their Hearts, Whether they 
could be ſatisfied with ſitting mill and not be 
doing any Thing for God? Alas, my Bre- 
thren, thoſe who can do this, are not Chri- 
, indeed, they may be Profeſfors of his 
Name 


WER 
Name, but, my Brethren, their Actions give 
the Profeſſon; for all Chiron will be in- 
quiring as Saul Lord, what would ſt tho: 
= have me to do? W hat will be agreeable to thy 
Will? Shew me thy Paths and I will walk 
therein. 

And the Lord ſaid, Ariſe and go into the 
City and it ſball be 700 thee what thou muſt do; 
and the Men which Journeyed with bim "as 
ſpeechleſs, hearing a Voice but ſeeing no Man. 

Saul was willing to do what the Lord 
would have him, and the Lord tells him what 
to do: Now here is an Inſtance of wonder- 
ful Grace, Saul is taken and his Coup 
left: Thus the Lord che whom he pleaſeth 
and the Wind bloweth where it liſteth, and 
we hear the Sound thereof, but cannot tell 
whence it cometh, or whether it gocth : The 
other heard a Voice, but they ſaw no Man: 
And this, my Brethren, ſhews the difterent 
Effects of the Word of God upon different 
Hearers. Thoſe who only came out of Curi- 
olity, and to cavil at the Preacher, or to ob- 
ſerve ſomething, whereat they may jeſt or ca- 
vil, return as they came, empty and hardened ; 
but them that come out of a fincere Defire to 
hear what the Lord would ſay unto them, 
theſe are watered by the Power of the Word, 
and the Spirit of God ſets home the Word 

preached, to their Hearts, that they are ſen- 
| by = 
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fble the Word came from God, and then go 
home rejoicing. 


Our Lord bids him ariſe, and when his 


Eyes were open'd he ſaw no Man; but they 
led him, by the Hand, and brought him into 


Damaſcus. 
And when his Tie were open'd he ſaw no 


Man, fave his Companions. How many 


have their Eyes open'd and yet ſee nothing 
as they ought: The Blindneſs of Saul's Eyes 
is a proper Emblem of the Blindneſs of his 


Mind: Our Minds are naturally dark and 


alienated from God; but when the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt comes with Power upon our Souls, 
then the Darkneſs of our Minds is taken away 
by the Light of the Goſpel of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt : And they brought him into Damaſ- 


cus, Here, my Brethren, of Obſervation, he 


that thought of going into Damaſcus, like a 


Lyon, behold, my Brethren, he 18 led like 


a Lamb. 
And he was three Days without Sight, and 


neither did eat nor drink. 
Saul this Time, no doubt, was under great 
Convictions, and great Trouble from Satan; 


and now he might be ſaid, my Brethren, to 


be under the Pangs of the New-Birth. No 
Pleaſure of the World would be of any Ser- 
vice or delight to him ; What would it have 


been to have told Saul of all the Diverſions 


which 


4 
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which the World could give? What would 
he have given for a Calm in his own Mind? 
O what a Horror muſt Saul undergo whilſt 
he lay in this Condition? | 
And, my Brethren, when any of you are 
& firſt awakened to a Senſe of your loſt Condi- 
tion, how terrible was your Condition before 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt was revealed unto you ? 
| Your carnal Relations were amazed what was 
the Matter, and becauſe they are Strangers to 
the Work upon their own Souls, they know 
not what to think thereof, and therefore, pre- 
ſently conclude you are mad; and when you 
are under this Bondage, they are only for ſend- 
ing you to Bedlam; but if, my Brethren, 
any of you are under this Condition, do not 
fear but you ſhall find Comfort; wait patient- 
ly for the coming of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
for he will love and comfort ye there. Fear 
not but wait on the Lord. 
The Lord Jeſus Chriſt told Saul, that it 
ſhould he told to him what he ſhould do, and 
Jeſus Chriſt did not forget his Promiſe, but 
tent a Diſciple to comfort him, as in the next 
Verſe. | © 
| And there was a certain Diſciple at Da- 
E maicus named, Ananias, and to him ſaid the 
Lord, in a Vijien, Ananias, and he ſaid, Be- 
Bold I am here Lord. 
Ananias 


=... 


1 164 
Ananias was a good Man and kept ap 
a daily Communion with God himſelf; and if 
0 ag God called unto him, he anſwered a 4 
good Zecharia did, Here am J, Lord. He 
was not afraid of the Lord, he did not run 
from God when he called him unto him: 
Sinners are afraid of God, and when he call; 
are for hiding their Faces from him, leſt that 
he ſhould pour out deferved Wrath upon them; 
but good Chriſians, who keep up a daily E 
Communion with God, rejoice when the 
Lord ipeaketh to them; they are rejoiced 
when tlie Lord hideth not his Face, but when 
he ſmileth upon them. | 3 
And the Lord faid unto him, ak ani 
go into the Street which 1s called, Straight, 
and inquire in the Houſe of one Judas, for one: 
called, Saul, of Tarſus, for behold he prayeth. | 
My dear Brethren, here is a Leſſon of Com- 
fort: Jeſus Chriſt not only takes Notice off 
your Sufferings and Reproaches you meet with 
in this World, but likewiſe, he tikes Notice 
of (the Fouſe wherein his People lives. The 
pole Gentlemen of our Day are for exclud- 
ing God's particular Providence out of the] 
World; fo they would make God no more 
than an idle Spectator of what paſſes here be- 
low ; but Teſs Chi, my Brethren, oblervesi 
all your Actions, and ſees and conſiders with! 


what End they were performed, whether you] 
had 
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had an Eye to his Glory in the Performance 
thereof or not; none of your Ways are hid 
rom him, he ſees with what Intention you 
come to hear his Word, whether it was only 
Put of Curioſity, or itching Ears, or with a 
'WDcfire to be inſtructed in what the Lord 


h would have you do: This ſhould make you, 
ug my Brethren, ſet a Watch and a Guard over 
 Wyour Actions, conſidering that the Lord Jeſus 
) Whis obſerving all your Ways, and they muſt, 
my dear Brethren, be all called over again 
| in the Preſence of Angels, Men and Devils. 


= Go into the Street called, Straight, to the 
8 Houſe of Judas, and inquire for one called, 
Saul, of Tarſus, for behold be prayeth. 
5 Obſerve, my Brethren, how it is uſhered 
in, Behold he prayeth. If any one had told 
BY that he had never prayed, bow weuld 
the whole Phariſee have riſen? how would 
j he have deſpiſed the Perſon for an Enthuſiaſt 
and Madman? But God himſelf f 49S, Behold 
be proveth, which plainly denotes, that he had 
not prayed before; Saul, no doubt, had ſaid 
over many a Prayer; but alas, he never pray- 
Jed over one before; he never prayed before 
from his Heart; he never felt his Prayer be- 
fore; now he fa that "He wanted. Chriſt to 
be his Mediator, n, therefore, was ſenſible 
of the Neceſſity | ol bis hav! Ng what he prayed 
for: And if, 1ay 3.ci1ren, you go to Church 
3 and 
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and read over your Prayers; but what are 
you the better unleſs you feel the Weight off 
your Sins, and the Neceſſity you have of Par. 
don Fin the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? Till this b 
the Caſe, my Brethren, you may go to Church 
and read over your Prayers, almoſt continual-· 
ly ; you may be conſtantly reading over ai 
Week's Preparation for the Sacrament ; yea, 
you may read over a thouſand Manuals off 
Prayers, and if you are not awakened ani 
convinced of the Neceſſity you have of ani 
Intereſt in Chriſt, they are no better than the 
Papiſts Ave Martg's, or their Pater-noſters; 
you may have the Gift of Prayer when you 
have not the Grace of it; and if you can live 
without Prayer you live without God in]! 
the World. Nothing could be mentioned 
more to prove Saul a true Convert, than Hat 
he prayeth: Prayer mult procced from the 
Heart, or it is only a mocking of God; you 
muſt find your Hearts drawing on towards 
God. rwiſe, vou are drawing nigh unto | 
( 


God with your Lips, while your Hearts are] 
far from lan. 

Then fnantas aig Lord, 1 hav 
heard, by many, of this Man, how much Evil f 
he hath done to H y Saints at Jeruſalem : And] 
here he hah Authority, from the Chief Prieſt, if, 
to bind all th at call on thy Name. 


Shall| 


[19] 
- Shall I commend Ananas for this Reply? 
* $ o, my Brethren, I commend, I praiſe him 
oy ot; for it proceeded from a Selſ-Righteouſ- 
"Wc in his Heart, when Ananias forgot that 
Wothing in himſelf made any Difference be- 
&ween him and Saul; No, they were alike. 
Wy Nature, and if there was a Difference, it 
as owing to the free Grace of God, and 
therefore, we are not to value ourſelves, my 
ZBrethren, becauſe we run not into that ſame 
"WExceſs with others, but to adore the free 
race of God in preſerving us from it; if we 
were not to be reſtrained by the mighty 


; rower of God, we ſhould be as great Perſecu- 
 Wtors as Saul was, therefore, we ſhould not 
" deſpiſe the Perſons of any, on that Account, 
1 tho it is your Duty, my Brethren, to hate 
„ heir Vices and Ways; yet do not bear them 


any ill Will as to themſelves. 5 

Ananiass Unbelief was high; he had not 
Faith to go at the bidding of Chriſt, at firſt, 
Ihe was afraid on the Account of what he 
heard of Saul: And is not this your Caſe, 
my Brethren, are not you afraid to go to 
God on account of your Sins? Tho' Chriſt 
/ Invites you to come, ſtill you go not ; you 
have not Faith to believe that Chriſt will 
ſave you. Tho' you go to Church and repeat 
the Creed, and ſay, You believe in God, the 
gather Almighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth; 


yea, 


[ 20 ] 

yea, you may repeat the three Creed, 3 
every Day, and yet not have true Faith 
Faith is not a bare Aſſent to Things credible 
as credible; No, it muſt be in the Heart; 
they who think a bare Belief is Faith, or a 
bare Aſſent to the Truths of the Goſpel, that 
that 1s TIE, they are only deceiving them. 1 
ſelves; for this is not the Faith that worketh "I 
by Love; this Faith is not ſo great as thei 
F aich of the Devils; No, this is a groundleſf 
Faith: And there are Thouſands who- call 
themſelves Chriſtians, whoſe Faith is only 
according to the Rules which they are com- 
manded to by their Parents, Maſters, or 
Friends, without once examining whether it. 
is a Goſpel Faith or not. This, my Brethren, 2 
is a great Error of our Day; we flatter our- 
ſelves that believing the Truths of the Goſpel, 
is Faith, a faving Faith; but, indeed, my 
dear Brethren, it is not. You may have Faith 
in the Head, but not in the Heart; there 
may be Knowledge in the Head when there 
is no Grace in the Heart: This is a Truth} 
which is founded upon the Word of God 
But obſerve, my Brethren, what the Lord, 1 in 
the next Verſe, ſays to Ananias. | 
And the Lord faid unto him, Go thy TWay, s 
for he is a choſen Veſſel unto me, to bear m) = 
Name before the Gentiles and Kings, and thi| 
Children of Iſrael: For I will fhew him houl 
great 


| 21 Þ 
«ff great Things be. muſt ſuffer for my Name's 


0 

Sake. 

1 Here, my Brethren, we may obſerve how 
immediately Suffering follow Chriſtianity : 
rhe Way which Chriſtians walk, is the Way 
which is ſpread with Thorns and Briars: You 
cannot go to Heaven without Perſecution ; 
Mou mult expect Sufferings and Trials in your 
Way to Glory : If you live godly in the 
World you will be hated, ; 

188 Jeſus Chriſt does not tell Ananias what 
vi Preferments he ſhould have; No; but I will 
ew him what great Things he ſhall ſuffer 
r my Name's Sake : Then that Love of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt will never have the World's 
1 {WEftcem. 

- And a Chriſtian rejoices, my dear Bre- 


Whren, to be counted worthy to ſuffer for the 
Name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. In many 
ribulations you ſhall overcome, and thro' 
nany Trials you ſhall go to Glory : Then 
Ho not fear, my dear Brethren, to be ſingular- 
Wy Good, for the Lord hath choſen you to 
declare his Name before the Great and Mighty 
f this World; for he hath choſen the Weak 
o confound the Strong, that the Power may 
be of God; therefore, be not diſcouraged, 


1 Io you may be eſteem'd Enthuſiaſts, and 
fol admen, thoſe who are only fit for Bedlam z 
10 for 


for you muſt not fear to ſuffer great Thing 
for the Lord's Sake. 1 
| And Ananias went his Way and entered 7 
into the Houſe, and putting his Hands on if 
him ſaid, Brether Saul, the Lord, even Feſu: 
that appeared unto thee in the Way that thou, 
cameſt, hath ſent me that thou might'/t receiv 
thy Sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghoſt: i 
Obſerve here, the kind Appellation that 
Ananias gives Brother Saul; he did not call 
him Perſecutor; he did not tell him what al 
wicked, vile Wretch he was; No, he had 
forgot that; but ſays, Brother Saul. It is no 
Matter what a Man has been if he is now 
a Chriſtian ; and the viler he has been, with if 
the greater Joy do you receive him, whenever 7 
it is the Will of God to bring a Man home] 
unto him, and make him a Child of God, iff 
it ſhould be the Pleaſure of Chriſt to eſteem 
him a Brother. 
Brother Saul, the Lord hath ſent me, thatl 
thou ſhould 'jt receive thy Sight. Saul, my 
Brethren, was dark and blind before, but the 
Lord ſent his Servant to him to heal him off 
his Blindneſs. The Cale of Saul, is the Cate 
of Us; there is a Blindneſs upon our Souls; 
there is a Darkneſs upon our Minds; while 
we remain under the Spirit of Bondage we are 
in Dread and in Diſtreſs; but jeſus will ſend 
his Miniſters and direct them to ſpeak a Word 
ſuitable 


[23] 


W foitable to your Caſe; a Word of Comfort 


and Direction to you, and then you ſhall be 
filled with the Holy Ghoſt. God could have 


converted Saul without ſending Ananias to 


him; but the Lord was pleaſed to put an 
Honour upon his Miniſters, upon his Servants 


then, and ſo he does ſtill, for he often makes 


Uſe of weak Inſtruments to be of Service to 
their Souls; and this he does to ſhew the Ne- 


ceſſity of attending upon the Word preached ; 
and tho' he makes Uſe of Inſtruments, yet, 
my Brethren, the Glory belongs to God, and 
to him alone: We muſt not think it comes 


only from Man; No, my dear Brethren, it is 
only from God, and to him only you ol 


be thankful. 


And immediately there fell from his Eyes as 


it had been Scales, and he received $1ght forth- 
& wth, and aroje and he was baptized. 


The Time was come, my Brethren, that 


Saul was to be no longer in Diſtreſs ; but the 


Lord would reveal himſelf unto him in Love, 


| Now the Scales fell off his Eyes: The Scales 
of Perſecution; the Scales of Hatred, and 


the Scales of Sin; the Scales from the Eye of 
his Mind was now gone : And who but thoſe 
who have felt the ſame mighty Power of 
God, can imagine what a new World Saul 
ſaw. He had new Deſires, new Ends, and 


new Views; his perſecuting Temper was taken 
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he that counted all Fools for following the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is now become a Fool for 3 


e 


they were filled with ſoy to behold their Per- 


[ 24 ] 
away, and he had now no Enmity in his 
Heart to the poor Chriſtians: His Heart was 


full of Love, full of Joy, full of Peace; and 3 


the Sake of that Teſus, whom before he per- 
ſecuted. 1 
Here is a Diſplay of the Power wits can 
turn the Hearts of his Enemies, as the Rivers 7 
of Water: If he ſpeaks the Word it ſhall be 3 
done. Thus far may Perſecutors go, but they 
ſhall go no farther. Let this, therefore, en- 
courage you to keep cloſe to the Lord in a 
Day of Trouble. a 
And when he had received Meat he as 1 
rengthened. Then was Saul certain Days 
with the Diſciples, which were at Damaſcus. 
When, my Brethren, Saul was converted i 
to God, he kept with the People of God; 
then he converſed with the Diſciples: And 
who can think what Joy Chriſtians felt, to] 
think, that he that came to deſtroy them, was 
changed and brought out of Darkneſs, into 
marvelons Light; that was their Brother, and 
not their Perſecutor. What finging of Hymns 
and Songs, was there in every Room where 
the Chriſtians met. A little while yrs F 
were hiding for fear of the Jews, but now 
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ſecutor, as a poor Sinner, begging as Fonadad| 
| did, 


25 
did, to have the Right Hand of Fellowſhip, 
to become one with them, and be a Brother 
in all that the Lord might call them to. 
Let us, therefore, my dear Brethren, not 
WT deſpair of the worſt of Sinners, for the Lord's 
Arm is not ſhortned that he cannot ſave; No, 
my dear Brethren, he is the ſame Yeſterday, 


1 8 To-day, and forever: He can ſoon make per- 
S WY ſecuting Sauls to become praying and humble 
Pauls. | 
Aid ffraightway he preached Chriſt in the 
" 8 Synagogues, that he is the Son of God. 
a They, my Brethren, who have Jeſus Chriſt 
in their Hearts, will ſoon have him in their 
s Mouths ; and they who thus have Chritt, 
will find little Room for the World. How 
ſoon can mighty Grace make a mighty Change? 
4% Here's a Wonder, he that came to perſecute 
them is now preaching to them: He now 
I preached the Truth, as it was in Jeſus. He 
OF did not fill their Ears with moral Philoſophy, 
nor did he preach up the Fitneſs of the Crea- 
OW ture; No, he was an Inſtance of God's free 
i | Grace himſelf, and, therefore, would preach. 


that up to others. He did not preach himſelf; 
ehe did not ſtudy for Rhetorick, or Art in his 
I Preaching ; No, he felt what he preach'd: 
And none can preach Chriſt, my dear Bre- 
tbren, from the Heart, who only have him 
in the Head ; they cannot preach Chriſt ex- 
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| perimentally, who never had no Experience 
of him; they can never preach Chriſt rightly 1 


> 
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Companions, is ſurprizing to them, they can- | 


one of his Followers? M, by he 1s only going l 


[ 26 ] 


who never felt Chriſt truly. E 
No doubt Saul's preaching made a great 
Noiſe in the World; the High Prieſt, the 
Fes, and all the Phariſees of the Time, were | 
diſappointed in their Expectations, and, no 
doubt, were greatly ſurprized, to hear that | 
their Goliab was flain. To hear now, my 
Brethren, of a Sinner's being brought home | 
to Jeſus Chriſt and, that he can no more de- 
light himſelf in the; Pleaſures of his carnal 


not think the Meaning thereof: And they 
are like the Jeus in reſpect of Saul. 2 
They were amazed, and faid, Is not this 
He that deſtroyed them which called on this _ 
Name at Jeruſalem ? and came hither for 
that Intent, that he might bring them bound 
unto the Chief Prieſts? : 
And it is, my Brethren, exactly the ſame 
Caſe now ; if you acknowledge the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, it is Matter of Amazement to your 
Companions, and Relations, after the Fleſh; 
and if you are become one of Jeſus Chriſt, 
you muſt expect to be counted a Fool for bis 
Sake, and hear the World cry, What a mighty 
Saint he is become of a ſudden ! Are you led a- 
way toos Are you deceived? What, are you 


deceit 
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deceive you; and if you follow him, or his 
W Method, you will be religiouſly mad; be is only 
Voing to make you methodically mad, and fo fit 
Hou for Bedlam: Sure you will not become an 
Mnutbuſiaſt at laſt ? Many, many, my Brethren, 
of you have had theſe Things ſaid to you; 


you experience the Truth of what I ſpeak ; if 


Z preaching up the Doctrine of the New-Birth, 
of inward Holineſs, of the free Grace of je- 
ſus Chriſt, is to be an Enthuſiaſt, God grant 
I may be more and more ſo; and if your 
hearing and believing this make you Enthu- 
ſiaſts, I would to God, my dear Brethren, 


you were all Enthuſiaſts, 
Let the World ſay what they will of you, 


take no Notice of them, but go on your Way 
© rejoicing ; be not afraid of any Thing they 
7 threaten or ſay; inſtead of being daunted, 
pray that the Words of my Text may be ful- 
filled in you. But Saul zncreaſed the more in 
Strength, and confounded the Jews which delt 
gal Damaſcus, confirming that this is very 


Chriſſ. | 
Notwithſtanding all the Amazement the 
Jeus were under, Saul preached is is very 


Chri/t; and do not be afraid of Man. God's 


g vervants muſt have Trials: Expect, my Bre- 
„ thren, when you begin your Chriſtiah Walk, 


to meet with many Diſcouragements in the 


May; but nevertheleſs, my Brethren, take 


Courage, 


[28] 


Courage, God will preſerve and protect you, 
tho” you may be caſt out by Men; bid them 
Defiance, I fay, do it again, my Brethren, bid 
Defiance both to Men and Devils; tell them ; 
that they may do their worſt, you will confeſß 
Jeſus Chriſt in every Place; be not afraid of 
the Wrath of Man, tho' it rage never ſo much, 
let your Love to Jeſs Chriſt make you go on 
your Way rejoicing, in Spight of all that the 
Malice of the World, or the Rage of Devi! 
can invent. They can go no farther than they 
are permitted, and if they kill the Body, the] 
Soul is beyond their Reach, that, my Bre- 
thren, is in too fafe Hands for to be hurt 
by Men, or Devils; and now take up the 
Reſolution of being ſingularly good, and you 
will find Peace in your own Souls, which the 
World cannot deſtroy. 
S8Winners a Word to you: And here is a Le. 
ſon to all here preſent, however, for you wboll 
are now from God : However you have per- 
ſecuted the Church of God, however you have 
ridiculed the Servants of God, and counted 
them Fools, let me adviſe you to turn unto 
the Lord Jefus Chriſt, and he will forgive 
you your Sins, and your Iniquities he will re- 
member no more. 
I do not deſpair of the greateſt Wretch, tho 
greateſt Profligate on Earth; No, turn unto 


the Lord and 85 ſhall find Mercy for your 
Souls; 


I 
Souls; he had Mercy upon Saul's, and has 


Whad Mercy upon T houſands of Souls, and 


turn unto him and he will have Mercy upon 


b you. What tho' you are Enemies to God 


and Goodneſs, have been Deſpiſers to Jeſus 


WChriſt, have breathed out Threatnings and 
- Slaughter againſt his Servants, I offer Salva- 
tion to you by the Lord Telus Chriſt ; he is 
the ſame Yeſterday, To-day and forever, O 


„come unto him, my guilty Brethren, I be- 


ſcech you to come unto him, and accept of | 


him upon his own Terms, * there is no 


8 Salvation without the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. It 
is a faithful Saying, and worthy of all Ac- 
ceptation, That Teſus Chriſt came into the 
= Yorld to fave Sinners, of whom I am Chief: 
lf you can but ſee yourſelves the Chief of Sin- 
ners and are made to cry out, Who art thou, 
Lord? you ſhall find the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
telling © what thou ſhould do. O go to 


Chriſt for Salvation. I da not, my Brethren, 


preach up your own Works; No, I preach 


up only the free Grace of God, Chriſt juſtifies 


the Ungodly. Here 1s good Tidings for Sin- 
ners to come and accept of the Mercy and 
Grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt: Here is a 


Door ſet open, by the Blood of Chriſt, for 


Sinners to come in at. I give you, my Bre- 
thren, an Invitation to come in; there is no 


F climbing, or going any other Way : You can 


do 


[ 30 ] 


do nothing to merit Heaven; you can do no. 


inſtead of you. 


and, therefore, Jeſus Chriſt will bleſs it. 


thou, Lord? Then Jeſus Chriſt would reveal 
himſelf to you; and they who believe on him 
ſhall feel the Power of his Reſurrection now, 


thren, would but look unto Jeſus Chriſt : Do 
not ſtay for dreſſing yourſelves ; Jeſus Chriſt 
will away with your Rags; he deſpiſes you 
not becauſe you are poor; No, do but abak 
yourſelves and exalt God; and tho' we have 
been never ſo vile, yet, if you do but turn 


Faults. 


thing to ſatisfy the Juſtice of God, Jeſu; : 
Chriſt has done that already; ; he has done chaff 


1 O come to the Lord Jeſus and rely, my I 
= Brethren, wholly upon him, do not. think 

Fou are to do what you can, and Chriſt i 
to make up the Deficiency. Jeſus Chriſt i 
all in all. Who among you is offended ? 1 

each not in high flown Words: I come not 
in the Excellency of Speech; I was not to 
pleaſe your Ears, my Brethren, with Rheto- 
rick; No, [ preach the Goſpel of the Lordi 
Jeſus Chriſt in all Plainneſs. I ſpeak for je- 
ſus Chriſt, and it is the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt 


O that I could hear) you crying out, Who ari 


as well as formerly. Oh that you, my Bre- 


to Chriſt now, he will own you and accept 
of you: He will not tell you of your paſtf 


For 


ey 


— 


LE! 


For when the Lord Jeſus was crucified, and 
bis Diſciples had forſaken him, and Peter had 


denied him, he does not fay, when he was 


riſen, Go tell thoje Traitors that jorſook me; 
Go tell that Rebel, Peter, who deny'd ne; No, 
none of theſe Words, my Brethren, came 


from Jeſus; but, Go tell my Brethren, that 
4 I am riſen ; go id confort Heir drooping Pi- 


its, and comfort Peter, tell them, O tell them, 

1am not angry with chem: And if you Sin- 
ners will but turn unto Chriſt, he will not 
tell you of your paſt Sins, he will not revile- 
you or turn you back ; no, he will receive 


2 you joyfully. 


Here I come now to invite you to come to 
Jeſus Chriſt ; O do but forſake your Dalilahs, 
your darling Luſts, your beloved Sins, and 
come to Chriſt and he will have Mercy upon 
you; your Sins were nailed to the Croſs, and 
ſhall never be removed, thall never be brought 
againſt you : Then do not delay, but come, 
I beſeech you, in the Bowels of Love and 
Tenderneſs, to come unto Jeſus Chriſt. I 
preach up Damnation to no one, nor I de- 
pair of no one: No, I call you to accept of 
the Lord Jeſus. Chriſt. 
| Come, my guilty Brethren, come to Chriſt, 
and if you have continued in your Sins never 
ſo long, do but come to Chriſt and they ſhall 

be waſhed Pay, in his Blood ; they ſhall * 
71 D al 


i 32] 
all done away in the Blood that he ſhed on 
Mount Calvary. Jeſus Chriſt had Mercy on 
a perſecuting Saul, and if you will but cry 
out, WY ho art thou, Lord? he will have Mercy 
upon you. O conſider, now is the accepted 
Time, now 1s the Day of Salvation ; then 
fly, fly unto Jeſus now, give not Sleep to 
thine Eyes, or Slumber to thine Eye Lids, 
till thou haſt an Intereſt in Jeſus Chriſt, 
Come, my guilty Brethren, I beſeech you, 
to come and accept of the Love of Chriſt 
while you are here, for there is no ſuch 
Thing in the Grave: Then, my dear Bre- 
thren, you know not how ſoon you may 
be called hence, and be no more ſeen: How 
know you but a Fit of the Appolexy may 
ſeize you before you arrive to your Habita- 
tions ; and where will your immortal Souls 
be then? Oh come to Chriſt this Inſtant, and 
he ſhall receive you, and be one with him; 
you ſhall find Peace and Satisfaction in your 
own Souls, and ſhall have Joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt, and you ſhall be taken up with him 
and live with this Jelus, ſinging unto him for- 
ever; but it you will not accept of Jeſus Chriſt 
you muſt go and dwell with them to all Eter- 
nity: And can you dwell in everlaſting Burn- 
ings ? Does not the Thoughts make your 
Blood chill again? And if you would avoid 


this, come unto Chriſt, and you ſhall eſcape 
it. 


* 0 
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it. And"oh that you may be Wiſe, that you. 
may conſider. your latter End. 


Now 70 Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, be a- 
 ſeribed, as is moſt due, all Honour, Power, 


Glory, &c. 


May the Grace of the Lord Feſus Chriſt be 
with you all, &c. | 
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